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Participants will explore

• strategies and resources to scaffold instruction and 
HQWBL experiences for English Learners.

•ways to inform and engage multilingual families.

• tools to support employers who hire English Learners.

SESSION GOALS
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Reference within this presentation to any specific 
commercial or non-commercial or non-commercial 
product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, 
manufacturer or otherwise does not constitute or imply 
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the 
Virginia Department of Education.

VDOE DISCLAIMER
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ENGLISH LEARNERS IN VIRGINIA

In the Commonwealth of Virginia in 2022,
there was a total of 128,939 English Learners.
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LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Spanish = 90,684
Arabic = 5,479
Dari = 2,589
Urdu = 2,409
Pashto, Northern = 2,187
Amharic = 2,003
Total = 271
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A student

• who is aged 3 through 21; (Enrolled in K-12);

• who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in elementary school or secondary school;

• who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other 
than English;

A. who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or native resident of outlying areas; 
and

B. who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had 
significant impact on the individual’s level of English proficiency;

OR
A. who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and 

who comes from an environment where a language other than English is 
dominant;

FEDERAL DEFINITION OF ENGLISH LEARNERS IN

ESSA
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AND

(D) whose difficulties speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the 
English language may be sufficient to deny the individual –

• the ability to meet the challenging state academic standards;

• the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language 
of instruction is English; or

• the opportunity to participate fully in society.

[ESSA, Sec. 8101 (20)]

FEDERAL DEFINITION OF ENGLISH LEARNER IN ESSA

(2)
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English Learner (refer to Federal definition)
- EL, ELL, ESL, ESOL

Multilingual Learner refers to all children and youth who are, or have been, 
consistently exposed to multiple languages

English Language Development (ELD) is instruction designed specifically for 
English language learners to develop their listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills in English - previously referred to as ESL or ESOL

WIDA ELD Standards Framework, 2020 edition

TERMINOLOGY

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
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• Born in the United States

• Newcomer: born outside of the United States and have been in US 
schools for one year or less

• Refugee/Asylee: An EL who is forced to leave their homeland

• SLIFE: Students with Limited or Interrupted Schooling

• LTEL: Long-term English Learners are students who have been 
receiving EL services for more than five years

• Dually Identified: Students who have been identified as English 
Learners and students with a special needs

TYPES OF ENGLISH LEARNERS
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• come from many different countries, including the United States

• may or may not be proficient in their first language or home language

• may or may not have literacy skills in their first language or home language

• may or may not have had limited or interrupted formal education

• may or may not have experienced trauma

• may or may not have parents/family who speak a language other than English at home

• may or may not live with someone other than their parents/families

• may or may not know more than two languages

• may or may not have a special education needs

ENGLISH LEARNERS
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• Using first language or home language supports may not always be 
the best scaffold. However, there are many other scaffolds and 
strategies that support the English language development of ELs.

• English Learners bring valuable knowledge and experiences with 
them to school; even though they may not be able to tell you 
everything they know.

• BUILD RELATIONSHIPS!

THINGS TO CONSIDER



INSTRUCTION
Support for English Learners in a Work-based Learning Program
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A branch or shoot of a plant 
that roots while still attached 
to the parent plant
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LAYER…
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KNOW WHAT THEY KNOW

What does the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 
Score Report tell us?



• I can use adjectives to 
orally describe….

• I can read the time on a 
clock using a sentence 
frame. It is _______o’clock
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CONTENT STANDARDS & LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES



WIDA ELD STANDARDS

FRAMEWORK, 
2020 EDITION

16
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SCHOLAR SHEETS FOR CREATING LANGUAGE

OBJECTIVES

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwbGxkcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsbGVhcm5pbmd8Z3g6NWE5MjU3NWU2OGY3ODdjOQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwbGxkcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsbGVhcm5pbmd8Z3g6NWE5MjU3NWU2OGY3ODdjOQ
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/esl/resources/teacher-toolkit.docx
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STRATEGY: VISUALS AND GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

Energy Conversion is when one form of energy transforms into another. 

• For instance …

• Another example is…

• ___ energy can be converted to ___ energy, which ….

There are multiple ways that one form of energy converts to another form.  
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CHOOSING SCAFFOLDS & SUPPORTS

A scaffold is a temporary support a teacher provides to a student that 
enables the student to perform a task he or she would not be able to 
perform alone (Pauline Gibbons, 2015).
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MULTILINGUAL CONTENT DICTIONARIES

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/education/glossaries-ells-mlls-accommodations

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/education/glossaries-ells-mlls-accommodations
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https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/translation-tools

PERSONALIZED DICTIONARIES

https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/translation-tools
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● Grammarly

● Google Keep (digital post-it notes)

● Read & Write

● Google Translate- look at the document, website, image function 

● Google Dictionary

● Smallpdf (creates editable pdfs)

● Screencastify (record your screen)

● Edpuzzle (create interactive lessons)

● Jamboard (create a virtual whiteboard)

● Nod (gauge interactions with emojis)

● Just Read

FREE GOOGLE ADD-ONS

ESL Tech Toolkit

https://sites.google.com/site/esltechtoolkit/chrome-apps-extensions/chrome-extensions


FAMILIES
Connecting with and Engaging Families of Multilingual Learners
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• Schedule information sessions at various times of the day to 
accommodate work schedules.

• Create a virtual stage for those who can’t attend in person.

• Develop informational videos in multiple languages.

• Provide an interpreter.

• Offer childcare.

• Include food.

• Go to them instead of having them come to you.

https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit

SUGGESTIONS FOR ENGAGING FAMILIES

https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit
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TOP 10 FREE LANGUAGE TRANSLATION APPS

COMMUNICATING WITH FAMILIES

https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/top-10-free-language-translation-apps/

https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/top-10-free-language-translation-apps/
https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/top-10-free-language-translation-apps/


EMPLOYERS
Supporting English Learners in a Work Environment
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1

Make 
learning 
visible. 

2

Consider the 
language the 
students need 
to complete 
the task.

3

Speak slowly
and clearly.

4

Repeat and 
rephrase
important 
information.

5

Model 
expectations 
and tasks.

6

Let the other 
students in the 
class serve as 
ambassadors 
of support.

NOTES FOR EMPLOYERS

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.debbest.com/2017/05/14/what-are-your-osha-employer-requirements-in-business-and-at-work/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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• Be patient … English Learners come with varying levels of English 
proficiency.

• Smile … even if you don’t speak the same language, everyone 
understands a smile.

• Learn how to say the student’s  and family member’s names.

FINAL NOTES
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https://virginialearning.catalog.instructure.com/courses/english-learner-central

ENGLISH LEARNER CENTRAL CANVAS COURSE

https://virginialearning.catalog.instructure.com/courses/english-learner-central
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UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Tools to Support Secondary English 
Learners in Interpreting, 
Discussing, and Constructing 
Informational Text 

Workshop with Dr. Kate Kinsella

August 2, 2023 & August 3, 2023
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Massanutten Technical Center

Registration Link

https://virginiadoe.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9Hs8ZKjCubY4Uzs


QUESTIONS?

Jo-el.Cox@doe.virginia.gov
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